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Monday 2-22-21 
8:00am Thomas Sauickie Jr. 

rq by Loving Family  

Tuesday 2-23-21 
8:00am    Joseph Moore  

rq by Joyce Dollinger 

Wednesday 2-24-21
8:00am Thomas Sauickie Jr. 

rq by Loving Family  

Thursday 2-25-21  
8:00am Gill Van Wagner  

rq by Joyce Dollinger 

Friday 2-26-21 
9:00am  Kevin O’Hare 

rq by Loving Family 

Saturday 2-27-21 
5:00pm Michael Suckow 

rq by Loving Family 
Ana Balsamo 
rq by Debbie Balsamo 

Sunday 2-28-21 
8:00am Anne Rogers   

rq by Loving Family 

10:30am    Maureen Stallery 
rq by Mr. & Mrs. Gary Friberg & Family 

6:00pm   Phyllis Reed 
rq by Mr. & Mrs. Gary Friberg & Family 

THE SANCTUARY LAMP 
The Sanctuary Lamp is available for special 
intentions.  The Lamp burns weekly for deceased 
members of a family or requests for a special 
intention.  The donation is $20.  Please call the 
Rectory for further information.. This week’s 
Sanctuary Lamp burns for      

Thomas Sauickie Jr. 
  rq by Loving Family  

PARISH LIFE
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Masses Mon - Fri 8A, Sat 5P, Sun 9A. 
Office Hours Mon - Fri 9A - 1P. 
Church Hours Mon - Fri 8:30A - 12P. 
Confessions Sat 1P - 2P inside the church 
sacristy.   
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READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF FEBRUARY 21, 2021
SUN 2/21 Gn 9:8-15/Ps 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [cf. 10]/1 Pt 3:18-22/Mk 1:12-15

MON 2/22 1 Pt 5:1-4/Ps 23:1-3a, 4, 5, 6 [1]/Mt 16:13-19

TUE 2/23 Is 55:10-11/Ps 34:4-5, 6-7, 16-17, 18-19 [18b]/Mt 6:7-15

WED 2/24 Jon 3:1-10/Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 18-19 [19b]/Lk 11:29-32

THR 2/25 Est C:12, 14-16, 23-25/Ps 138:1-2ab, 2cde-3, 7c-8 [3a]/Mt 7:7-12

FRI 2/26 Ez 18:21-28/Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-7a, 7bc-8 [3]/Mt 5:20-26

SAT 2/27 Dt 26:16-19/Ps 119:1-2, 4-5, 7-8 [1b]/Mt 5:43-48

SUN 2/28 Gn 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18/Ps 116:10, 15, 16-17, 18-19 [9]/ 
Rom 8:31b-34/Mk 9:2-10

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 2021  |  1ST SUNDAY OF LENT

LIVE THE LITURGY  
Inspiration for the week 

Throughout history God has given His people signs. Our season of Lent 
offers us God’s sign that it is time to stop the ordinary routines of our lives, 
create some desert space, and listen more attentively for God to reveal His 
presence. We are asked to unplug from our attachments, compulsions, 
obsessions, addictions, routines, and busyness to clear the slate and take 
stock in who we have become. We are asked to remember the ancient sign 
of God’s covenant with humanity in which He vowed to nurture, sustain, 
and protect the relationship He has with His people. Once we slow down a 
bit and clear away some of the clutter, we can see how the journey of our 
life is unfolding. We can see what brings us in and out of tune with God’s 
love and how we can better imitate God’s loving fidelity in our relationship 
with Him. Even though some good solid self-denial is the order of the day, 
greater happiness and wholeness will be the fruit of our labors. Pleasant 
journey through the desert!

Repent, 
and believe  

in the gospel.

©LPi

OBSERVANCES FOR THE WEEK OF FEBRUARY 21, 2021 

Sunday:  1st Sunday of Lent

Monday: The Chair of St. Peter the Apostle

Tuesday: St. Polycarp, Bishop and Martyr 

Sunday:  2nd Sunday of Lent

©LPi

– MARK 1:15

WEEKLY PRAYER
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FIRST READING 
I will establish my covenant with you, 

  that never again shall all bodily creatures  
be destroyed 

    by the waters of a flood; 
    there shall not be another flood to devastate 

the earth. (Gn 9:11)

PSALM
Your ways, O Lord, are love and truth to those

   who keep your covenant. (Ps 25)

SECOND READING
Christ suffered for sins once,

   the righteous for the sake of the unrighteous,
   that he might lead you to God. (1 Pt 3:18)

GOSPEL
The Spirit drove Jesus out into the desert, 

   and he remained in the desert for 40 days, 
       tempted by Satan. (Mk 1:12-13)

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 
1998, 1970 CCD.  The English translation of Psalm 
Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 
1997, International Commission on English in the 

Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

GOSPEL MEDITATION   
Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture
St. Oscar Romero said, “Aspire not to have more, but to be more.” These powerful words provide 
the perfect framework for a conversion oriented Lenten experience. God is giving us this Lenten 
sign to stop being concerned about what you have and focus on who you are. This requires that 
we create a desert space and listen more attentively for God to reveal His presence. It is all so 
wonderfully simple on the one hand and so incredibly challenging on the other. The message 
is simple: love God, neighbor, and self. Those simple words make great sense, but we struggle 
translating them into reality. Our attachments, compulsions, obsessions, addictions, routines, 
and busyness all anchor us to the “idol of the self,” keeping us mired in our compulsive need for 
self-aggrandizement. It’s not about us!

God vowed, long ago, to nurture, sustain and protect the relationship He has with His people. 
He called us into being, nurtures us in being, and sustains us in being. Without the Loving Divine 
Presence, all life would cease. Once we slow down a bit and clear away some of the clutter, 
we can see how the journey of our life is unfolding. We can see what brings us in and out of 
tune with God’s love and how we can better imitate God’s loving fidelity in our relationship 
with Him. In short, we will see our myopic short sightedness and figure out how we can better 
share the Divine Fire within with others. Lent isn’t just about giving stuff up for forty days and 
indulging again at Easter. We need to push things much farther and wrestle with the question 
of how we can be more. “Being more” means becoming more fully alive and in touch with the 
holiness of life and the divinity that lives in and empowers all beings and things. It is realizing 
that the “quality” of our presence is crucial to being an effective witness and herald of God’s 
unconditional love.

The illusion we have bought into causes us to believe that the wrong things and systems 
matter. We tirelessly fight to keep things the way they are, to return to the former ways of 
doing things or restore some nostalgic fantasy memory of “life in the good old days.” Lent isn’t 
about maintaining what we have or returning to something that is gone. It’s about becoming 
something new. It’s about being more focused, centered, convicted, and grounded so that we 
can be a person who truly loves and treasures being made in the image of God. The secret to 
Gospel living is not found in accumulating anything for ourselves, even merit points for heaven. 
Gospel living means learning how to live with less so that others can live with more. The thought 
of permanently giving something up makes us feel uncomfortable. Truth often does.©LPi
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WORSHIP & MEDITATION



WHY DO WE DO THAT? 
Catholic Life Explained: 

Question:
Does it matter what leg you kneel on 
when genuflecting? 

Answer:
Genuflection is an act of devotion that literally 
means “to bend the knee.” For many Catholics, 
it’s an almost automatic gesture that we 
perform before entering our pew or row of 
seats at Mass. But, like many of the symbols 
and gestures of our faith tradition, genuflecting 
can also be an invitation for deeper reflection. 
The practice of “bending the knee” is an ancient 
way of recognizing the presence of someone 
greater than we are. It has been said that the 
practice dates back to the time of Alexander 
the Great, but it became a common part of 
etiquette in the royal courts of the Middle 
Ages. From throne rooms and palaces, it was 
a small step to genuflecting, becoming part 
of the devotional lives of Christians who used 
this secular gesture as a way of recognizing 
the presence of the One who is King of Kings, 
especially in the Eucharist. In our tradition, 
although many have been taught or prefer to 
genuflect by placing their right knee on the 
ground, there is no prescribed way to genuflect. 
This is especially important to keep in mind 
if physical limitations or age make certain 
movements difficult for us. 
Today, Catholics are asked to genuflect in the 
presence of the Blessed Sacrament (whether in 
the tabernacle or exposed on the altar during 
eucharistic adoration). So, while it has become 
second nature to genuflect before entering 
your seat in church, we should pay attention to 
where the Blessed Sacrament is kept in each 
church or chapel we visit, and genuflect in the 
direction of the tabernacle where the Blessed 
Sacrament is kept. In churches or chapels in 
which the tabernacle is in a separate space, we 
are invited to simply bow toward the altar. 

©LPi
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PLEASE CONSIDER ONLINE GIVING
Our parish is grateful for your continued support. Thank you!

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP 
Recognize God In Your Ordinary Moments
The Unlikely Suspects

Have you ever taken a nature walk? Have you leisurely strolled through a forest or 
field, with no real destination in mind and your only objective being receptivity to and 
observation of all God’s creation?

Sometimes, Scripture readings can feel like a nature walk. All of salvation history plays out 
against the backdrop of the natural world, with all elements of God’s creation — plants 
and animals and the dust of the earth itself — turning in a supporting performance. How 
about Jesus in the hot and dusty desert, tempted, living “among the wild beasts?” Noah 
departed from his ark with the animals he rescued, observing God’s sign in the very 
clouds of the sky. Even God Himself, offering us salvation from original sin through the 
waters of baptism.

How often do we remember that God speaks to us through all of His creation, even in the 
unlikeliest suspects? 

Let’s go back to the nature walk. It sounds like a lovely way to pass an afternoon, amongst 
wildflowers and butterflies, but don’t forget the beating hot sun, mosquitos, and threat 
of rain on the horizon. Remember, we’re not in heaven yet. Here on earth, God may be 
present in His creation, but that doesn’t mean it’s always easy to endure.

Lent is, essentially, a time to listen for the voice of God in places we may not expect: the 
mild irritations you experience when you’re craving the chocolate you gave up, or the 
dull pangs of hunger during the Ash Wednesday fast. It’s a golden opportunity to see the 
divine hand in all of creation, even those unlikely suspects.

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS

LITURGICAL LIFE

RESPONDINGCallto the



SUPPORT OUR  
LOCAL ADVERTISERS
Our advertisers need your help 
during these difficult times!

Please show your support for 
your parish by also supporting our 
advertisers. We wouldn’t be able to 
bring you our bulletin every week 
without them, and right now they 
need your help more than ever. Please 
encourage and remind others to show 
their support and shop local during 
these hard times!
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QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK 
Invite Parishioners to Reflect and Respond to Scripture

First Reading
God promises Noah to use a “bow in the clouds” (a rainbow) as a sign and symbol of His 
divine pledge to never again allow a world-wide flood to devastate the earth. This is the 
Bible’s first recorded covenant between God and humanity. What do you think of when you 
see a rainbow?       

Second Reading
Peter teaches that Jesus preached to both the living and the dead — those dead dating back 
to the days of Noah — and connecting us through baptism. What do you find intriguing 
about this idea?   

Gospel Reading
We hear about Jesus’ temptation in the desert and his inaugural gospel message to those 
living in Galilee. Jesus saw repentance as necessary to believe his good news. As we begin the 
Lenten journey, what aspects of your life require repentance?  

“Faith is to 
believe what  

you do not see. 
The reward  

of faith is  
to see what  

you believe.” 

– St. Augustine
of Hippo

LITURGICAL LIFE
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LITURGICAL LIFE
After John had 

been arrested, 

Jesus came 

to Galilee 

proclaiming the 

gospel of God: 

“This is the time 

of fulfillment. 

The kingdom of 

God is at hand. 

Repent, and 

believe in the 

gospel.”  

- Mk 1:14-15

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 
1998, 1970 CCD.
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SHAMROCK STAGE COACH
For Your Busing Needs     Drivers Needed. Will Train.

347 Main St., Keansburg
    CHARLIE HOCKEY - President 732-787-1113

  (Owner-inactive)

DAVID J. FOLEY
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW
274 Main Street, Keansburg

(732) 495-6500     Fax: (732) 495-3300

Newly Renovated
Jacqueline M. Ryan
Home For Funerals

Family Owned and Operated Since 1947

Manager: Alicia Kedz Sarin • NJ Lic. # 4062 • Fax: 732-495-7373
732-787-1177

233 Carr Avenue, Keansburg

Now  a third generation to serve the community with the
compassion and care that has become the 

Ryan Family Hallmark.
Specializing in:

Personal Attention • Pre-Arrangements • Payment Plans

Grand Opening
Keansburg Family Dental

Senior Citizen Discounts
Visit our new Modern Office Digital X-Rays

Up to 90% less radiation
Most Insurances Accepted Office Hours By Appointment

Tel (732) 945-8283 365 Carr Ave. Keansburg, NJ 07734

In Our 4th Decade of Quality Service
• French Drains • Foundation Repair

• Mold Remediation
All Work Guaranteed

877-401-4777
morganbasementwaterproofing.com

Morgan
basement waterproofing

Michael Pavone, Owner/Manager www.shorepointfh.com
NJ License #4556

3269 Route 35 North • Hazlet 732-203-9200

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED • 4 GENERATIONS OF EXPERIENCE

PREARRANGEMENT & PREPAYMENT PLANS AVAILABLE

Get this
weekly bulletin
delivered by
email - for FREE!

6LJQ�XS�KHUH�
https://www.jspaluch.com/BulletinSubscribe.aspx

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

DO YOU HAVE SALES EXPERIENCE? ARE YOU WELL
NETWORKED IN THE LOCAL COMMUNITY?

J.S. PALUCH COMPANY
NATIONAL PUBLISHER OF CHURCH BULLETINS

• Full Time Positions Available with Excellent Earning Potential!

• Medical Benefits, 401K, Life & AD&D Insurance Available

• Excellent Commission Compensation Program

Interested? Call Kay Leane 1.800.621.5197 x2823
or Email Resume to RECRUITING@JSPALUCH.COM

www.jspaluch.com

EARN MONEY!
DO GOOD! MAKE A

POSITIVE IMPACT!
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www.jspaluch.com

Grow Your Business,
Advertise Here.

Support Your Church & Bulletin.

Free professional ad design & my help!
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'ROW�IN�YOUR�FAITH�
FIND�A�-ASS��AND

CONNECT�WITH�YOUR
#ATHOLIC�#OMMUNITY

WITH�/NE0ARISH�

Download Our Free App or Visit
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If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!
�Ambulance
�Police  �Fire
�Friends/Family

CALL
NOW!

FREE Shipping
FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as $19.95 a month

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,

Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

800.809.3352
MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

'EXLSPMG�'VYMWIW�ERH�8SYVW�ERH�8LI�%TSWXPIWLMT
SJ�XLI�7IE�SJ�XLI�9RMXIH�7XEXIW�SJ�%QIVMGE
;ake `our -AITH ON A 16<95,@�
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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